






 
 













Advantages of Area charts:

� The area chart scores over the line chart by virtue of the fact that it is more pleasing to 
the eye and this helps the viewer capture the trend faster than when viewing a line 
chart

� It is visually more effective than the line chart as it uses colour shading of area to 
highlight data represented

� Area charts are very useful to study incremental data for similar subjects

� Area charts are useful in giving the viewer the big picture or macro view of data

Limitations of Area Charts: 

� When we have to compare a large number of variables area charts may not be as 
suitable as line charts 

� Area charts are not able to give the viewer specific details very easily











5.  Advantages  and  Limitations 
of Bubble Charts
Now we will examine the advantages and limitations of Bubble charts.

Advantages:
• Even though strictly speaking the bubbles do not add new information; however being 

able to see the magnitudes of the differences in size  helps the viewer sort through 
information

• These charts display three variables without using 3D graphs
• The visual size makes it very easy to make relative comparisons
• These charts convey more information than a line graph
• Different colours can be used to differentiate between different types of

data 

Limitations:

• Due to circle sizes, it can be difficult to ascertain actual values (at best the
circle sizes represent estimates)

• Improper scaling can easily skew graph

• Circles may clutter graph this makes this type of chart difficult to read and understand

• Bubble charts cannot be used to display a lot of data

Here’s a summary of our learning in this session:

 • We have learnt about area charts and bubble charts. 

 •  We have understood the practical applications of these charts and their advantages 

    and  limitations. 

 • We have also learnt the steps involved in constructing area and bubble charts.


