


Definition:
“Frequency polygons are a graphical device for understanding the shapes of distributions.” 

There are two types of frequency polygon. 

• General Frequency Polygon

• Relative Frequency Polygon

General frequency polygons are polygons where the actual numbers of the data points are 
retained for comparison. 
Relative frequency polygons are polygons where the numbers of the data points are 
converted into percentage frequencies for comparison. 

Let us see, when we should use a frequency polygon.

• Frequency polygons are useful for effective comparing of two or more distributions by 
overlaying the frequency polygons drawn for different data sets

• Frequency polygons are used for easy ascertainment of the value of mode of the data 
by drawing a perpendicular from the apex of the polygon to the X-axis

















          structure.
• Several distributions can be plotted on the same axis.
• Comparison of data is easily done.

Disadvantages:
• It is difficult to construct frequency polygons for open ended classes. 
• It can be misleading if the distribution has unequal class intervals and
          suitable adjustments in frequencies are not made.









middlemost value of the series by drawing a perpendicular to the X-axis.






