Summary

Food laws and regulations are very important for developing countries as they seek to
achieve improved food safety, quality and nutrition, but will require a high level of
political and policy commitment. In many countries, effective food control is undermined
by the existence of fragmented legislation, multiple jurisdictions, and weaknesses in
surveillance, monitoring and enforcement. These guidelines seek to provide advice to
national authorities on strategies to strengthen food control systems to protect public
health, prevent fraud and deception, avoid food adulteration and facilitate trade. They
will enable authorities to choose the most suitable options for their food control systems
in terms of legislation, infrastructure and enforcement mechanisms.

Every nation needs an effective food legislation and food control service to promote a
safe, honestly presented food supply, and to protect consumers from contaminated,
adulterated, and spoiled foods.
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