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Unit-3:  Measures of Central Tendency 

Summary: 

Mean, median and mode are single representative values to tell about extent of central 

tendency of the data sets. The median is also called a positional value because it divides whole 

set of ordered data into two equal parts. Like median, other positional measures are quartiles, 

deciles and percentiles. The quartiles are particularly useful in calculation of measures of 

dispersion, more specifically, in calculation of quartile deviation. These partition values are 

considered in a separate unit titled “Measures of desperation”.  

 


