
 
Summary 

 
     Communicable diseases, also known as infectious diseases or 

transmissible diseases, are illnesses that result from the infection, 

presence and growth of pathogenic (capable of causing disease) biologic 

agents in an individual human or other animal host. Examples of 

communicable, or infectious, diseases include hepatitis, polio, influenza, 

HIV/AIDS, malaria, diarrhoeal and tuberculosis. These diseases caused by 

viruses, bacteria, fungi and parasites are capable of spreading among 

people through the air, blood and other bodily fluids. 


