
GLOSSARY 

Architectural Conservation: 

The physical intervention in a building to counteract deterioration or to 

ensure its structural stability. Some typical treatments include the 

cleaning of wallpaper, reattachment of loose plaster, masonry 

repointing, and consolidation of an existing foundation. 

Repair: 

A generic term that refers to the various activities which will strengthen 

existing building materials and systems that are salvageable. 

Retrofitting: 

The upgrading of an existing building to meet code requirements (i.e. 

for fire or emergency exits) and increase comfort and safety, e.g., 

installation of new insulation, storm windows, smoke detectors, fire 

sprinklers, new heating and new electrical systems. 

Renovation: 

A generic term to describe the process of modifying an historic 

structure in order to extend its useful life. It is also used to describe the 

improvements made to existing buildings or neighbourhoods. Other 

terms which also refer to renovation are: remodelling, recycling and 

rehabilitation. 

 


