
Glossary 
 
Decongestion: 

Traffic congestion is a condition on transport networks 
that occurs as use increases, and is characterized by 
slower speeds, longer trip times, and increased vehicular 
queueing. The most common example is the physical use 
of roads by vehicles. When traffic demand is great enough 

that the interaction between vehicles slows the speed of 
the traffic stream, this results in some congestion. As 
demand approaches the capacity of a road (or of the 
intersections along the road), extreme traffic congestion 
sets in. When vehicles are fully stopped for periods of 
time, this is colloquially known as a traffic jam or traffic 
snarl-up. Any method applied to remove this situation or 
avoid this situation is called decongestion. 

 

Augmentation: 
 
The action or process of making or becoming greater in size 
or amount. 
 
Green Belt: 
 
A green belt or greenbelt is a policy and land use designation 
used in land use planning to retain areas of largely 

undeveloped, wild, or agricultural land surrounding or 
neighbouring urban areas. Similar concepts are greenways or 
green wedges which have a linear character and may run 
through an urban area instead of around it. In essence, a 
green belt is an invisible line designating a border around a 
certain area, preventing development of the area and 
allowing wildlife to return and be established. 
 
Central City: 

In city planning, a central city is the largest or most 
important city or cities of a metropolitan area, of which 
the other smaller cities and towns of the metropolitan 
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area are suburbs. A central city is usually the first 
settlement established in an urban region before the 
outlying districts came into existence, later in history. 
Central cities often form the regional downtowns of metro 
areas. 

Central city may also refer to: 

 A central business district 

 The urban core of a prefecture-level city (as opposed 
to the much larger region it governs) 

 
Pilotis: 
 
Pilotis, or piers, are supports such as columns, pillars, or stilts 
that lift a building above ground or water. They are 
traditionally found in stilt and pole dwellings such as 
fishermen's huts in Asia and Scandinavia using wood and in 

elevated houses such as Old Queenslanders in Australia's 
tropical Northern state, though they are in this case classified 
as "stumps". Beyond their support function, the pilotis (or 
piers) raise the architectural volume, lighten it and free a 
space for circulation under the construction. They refine a 
building's connectivity with the land by allowing for parking, 
garden or driveway below while allowing a sense of floating 
and lightness in the architecture itself. In hurricane-prone 
areas, pilotis may be used to raise the inhabited space of a 

building above typical storm surge levels. 
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