FAQ's

1. What is urbanization?

Urbanization is a population shift from rural to urban
areas, "the gradual increase in the proportion of people
living in urban areas", and the ways in which each
society adapts to the change. It is predominantly the
process by which towns and cities are formed and
become larger as more people begin living and working
in central areas. The United Nations projected that half
of the world's population would live in urban areas at
the end of 2008. It is predicted that by 2050 about
64% of the developing world and 86% of the developed
world will be urbanized.

Urbanization is relevant to a range of disciplines,
including geography, sociology, economics, urban
planning, and public health. The phenomenon has been
closely linked to modernization, industrialization, and
the sociological process of rationalization. Urbanization
can be seen as a specific condition at a set time (e.q.
the proportion of total population or area in cities or
towns) or as an increase in that condition over time. So
urbanization can be quantified either in terms of, say,
the level of urban development relative to the overall
population, or as the rate at which the urban proportion
of the population is increasing. Urbanization creates
enormous social, economic and environmental changes,
which provide an opportunity for sustainability with the
“potential to use resources more efficiently, to create
more sustainable land use and to protect the
biodiversity of natural ecosystems.

2. What are the causes of urbanization?

Urbanization occurs as individual, commercial flight
social and government action reduce the time and
expense of commuting and transportation and improve
opportunities for jobs, education, housing, and
transportation. Living in a city can provide opportunities
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of proximity, diversity, and marketplace competition.
As against this, there may be alienation issues, stress,
increased cost of living, and negative social aspects
that result from mass marginalization. Suburbanization,
which is happening in the cities of the largest
developing countries, may be regarded as an attempt
to balance these negative aspects of urban life while
still allowing access to the large extent of shared
resources.

In cities, money, services, wealth and opportunities are
centralized. Many rural inhabitants come to the city to
seek their fortune and alter their social position.
Businesses, which provide jobs and exchange capital,
are more concentrated in urban areas. Whether the
source is trade or tourism, it is also through the ports
or banking systems, commonly located in cities, that
foreign money flows into a country.

Many people move into cities for the economic
opportunities, but this does not fully explain the very
high recent urbanization rates in places like China and
India. Rural flight is a contributing factor to
urbanization. In rural areas, often on small family farms
or collective farms in villages, it has historically been
difficult to access manufactured goods, though the
relative overall quality of life is very subjective, and
may certainly surpass that of the city. Farm living has
always been susceptible to unpredictable environmental
conditions, and in times of drought, flood or pestilence,
survival may become extremely problematic.

IES offer a larger variety of services, including
specialist services not found in rural areas. These
services requires workers, resulting in more numerous
and varied job opportunities. Elderly people may be
forced to move to cities where there are doctors and
hospitals that can cater for their health needs. Varied
and high quality educational opportunities are another
factor in urban migration, as well as the opportunity to
join, develop, and seek out social communities.
Urbanization also creates opportunities for women that
are not available in rural areas. This creates a gender-
related transformation where women are engaged in
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paid employment and have access to education. This
may cause fertility to decline. However, women are
sometimes still at a disadvantage due to their unequal
position in the labour market, their inability to secure
assets independently from male relatives and exposure
to violence.

. Discuss the impacts of urbanization- both positive
and negative.

Effect of Urbanisation:

With a high rate of urbanization significant changes
have taken place. The effect of urbanisation can be
summed up as follows:

Positive effect:

i Migration of rural people to urban areas.

ii. Employment opportunities in urban centres.
iii. Transport and communication facilities.

iv. Educational facilities.

v. Increase in the standard of living.

Urbanization can yield positive effects if it takes place
up to a desirable limit. Extensive urbanisation or
indiscriminate growth of cities may result in adverse
effects. They may be as follows:

Problem of over population:

Concentration of population is a major problem of
cities. It has resulted in accommodation problem,
growth of slums etc.

Disintegration of Joint family:

Joint family can’t be maintained in cities on account of
high cost of living: People prefer to live in the nuclear
type of families.



Cost of living:

High cost of living is a major problem of cities. In Metro
cities like Mumbai, Bangalore etc. it is very difficult for
lower income groups to maintain a decent standard of
living.

Increase in Crime rates:

Urban centres are known for high rate of crimes. Theft,
Dacoity, Murder, Cheating, Pick pocketing, rape etc. are
common in urban centres.

Impersonal relations:

Urban centres are characterised by highly secondary
relations. The concept of neighbourhood, community
life are almost absent in cities. Urban life is highly
monotonous. This may have an adverse psychological
effect on individuals. People are often self centred and
they have no concern for the fellow human beings.

Problem of Pollution:

In industrialized cities pollution is a major problems. It
may be caused by industries or by excessive movement
of vehicles.

Stress:

Urban life is characterised by stress which may even
strain family relations. In cities employment of women
is almost inevitable to meet the increasing cost of
living. Changing role of women in the family creates
stress in the family which may result in divorce or
strained relations.

Thus urbanisation has its own merits and de-merits.
Urbanization cant be avoided. But the negative effect
of urbanization can be minimized.



4. Discuss the changing forms of urbanization.

Different forms of urbanization can be classified
depending on the style of architecture and planning
methods as well as historic growth of areas.

In cities of the developed world urbanization
traditionally exhibited a concentration of human
activities and settlements around the downtown area,
the so-called in-migration. In-migration refers to
migration from former colonies and similar places. The
fact that many immigrants settle in impoverished city
centres led to the notion of the "peripheralization of the
core", which simply describes that people who used to
be at the periphery of the former empires now live right
in the centre.

Recent developments, such as inner-city redevelopment
schemes, mean that new arrivals in cities no longer
necessarily settle in the centre. In some developed
regions, the reverse effect, originally called counter
urbanization has occurred, with cities losing population
to rural areas, and is particularly common for richer
families. This has been possible because of improved
communications, and has been caused by factors such
as the fear of crime and poor urban environments. It
has contributed to the phenomenon of shrinking cities
experienced by some parts of the industrialized world.

When the residential area shifts outward, this is called
suburbanization. A number of researchers and writers
suggest that suburbanization has gone so far to form
new points of concentration outside the downtown both
in developed and developing countries such as India.
This networked, poly-centric form of concentration is
considered by some emerging pattern of urbanization.
It is called variously exurbia, edge city, network city or
postmodern city. Los Angeles is the best-known
example of this type of urbanization. Interestingly, in
the United States, this process has reversed as of 2011,
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with "re-urbanization" occurring as suburban flight due
to chronically high transport costs.

Rural migrants are attracted by the possibilities that
cities can offer, but often settle in shanty towns and
experience extreme poverty. The inability of countries
to provide adequate housing for these rural migrants is
related to overurbanization, a phenomenon in which the
rate of urbanization grows more rapidly that the rate of
economic development, leading to high unemployment
and high demand for resources.

Urbanization can be planned urbanization or organic.
Planned urbanization, i.e.: planned community or the
garden city movement, is based on an advance plan,
which can be prepared for military, aesthetic, economic
or urban design reasons. Examples can be seen in
many ancient cities; although with exploration came
the collision of nations, which meant that many invaded
cities took on the desired planned characteristics of
their occupiers. Many ancient organic cities experienced
redevelopment for military and economic purposes,
new roads carved through the cities, and new parcels of
land were cordoned off serving various planned
purposes giving cities distinctive geometric designs. UN
agencies prefer to see urban infrastructure installed
before urbanization occurs. Landscape planners are
responsible for landscape infrastructure (public parks,
sustainable urban drainage systems, greenways etc.)
which can be planned before urbanization takes place,
or afterward to revitalize an area and create greater
livability within a region. Concepts of control of the
urban expansion are considered in the American
Institute of Planners.

As the population continues to grow and urbanize at
unprecedented rates, new urbanism and smart growth
techniques will create a successful transition into
developing environmentally, economically, and socially
sustainable cities. Smart Growth and New Urbanism’s
principles include walkability, mixed-use development,
comfortable high-density design, land conservation,
social equity, and economic diversity. Mixed-use
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communities work to fight gentrification with affordable
housing to promote social equity, decrease automobile
dependency to lower use of fossil fuels, and promote a
localized economy. Walkable communities have a 38%
higher average GDP per capita than less walkable urban
metros. By combining economic, environmental, and
social sustainability, cities will become equitable,
resilient, and more appealing than urban sprawl that
overuses land, promotes automobile use, and
segregates the population economically.
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