Glossary

Biodiesel

Biodiesel is a domestic, renewable fuel for diesel engines
derived from natural oils like soybean oil. Biodiesel can be
used in any concentration with petroleum based diesel
fuel in existing diesel engines with little or no
modification. Biodiesel is not the same thing as raw
vegetable oil. It is produced by a chemical process which
removes the glycerin from the oil.

Carbon Emissions

Polluting carbon substances released into
atmosphere: carbon dioxide and carbon monoxide
produced by motor vehicles and industrial processes and
forming pollutants in the atmosphere

Carbon Footprint

A carbon footprint is an estimate of how much carbon
dioxide is produced to support your lifestyle. Essentially, it
measures your impact on the climate based on how much
carbon dioxide you produce. Factors that contribute to
your carbon footprint include your travel methods and
general home energy usage. Carbon footprints can also be
applied on a larger scale, to companies, businesses, even
countries.

Climate Change

Climate change refers to any significant change in
measures of climate (such as temperature, precipitation,
or wind) lasting for an extended period (decades or
longer). Climate change may result from:

. natural factors, such as changes in the sun’s
intensity or slow changes in the Earth’s orbit around
the sun;
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. natural processes within the climate system (e.g.
changes in ocean circulation);

. human activities that change the atmosphere’s
composition (e.g. through burning fossil fuels) and
the land surface (e.g. deforestation, reforestation,
urbanization, desertification, etc.)

Bioswales

They are landscape elements designed to remove silt and
pollution from surface runoff water. They consist of a swaled
drainage course with gently sloped sides (less than six
percent) and filled with vegetation, compost and/or riprap.



