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Explain the architectural character of the architecture of Mackintosh 

with sketches. 

 

While working in architecture, Charles Rennie Mackintosh developed 

his own style: a contrast between strong right angles and floral-

inspired decorative motifs with subtle curves, e.g. the Mackintosh 

Rose motif, along with some references to traditional Scottish 

architecture. The project that helped make his international 

reputation was the Glasgow School of Art (1897–1909). During the 

early stages of the Glasgow School of Art Mackintosh also completed 

the Queen's Cross Church project in Maryhill, Glasgow. This is 

considered to be one of Charles Rennie Mackintosh most mysterious 

projects. It is the only church by the Glasgow born artist to be built 

and is now the Charles Rennie Mackintosh Society headquarters. Like 

his contemporary Frank Lloyd Wright, Mackintosh's architectural 

designs often included extensive specifications for the detailing, 

decoration, and furnishing of his buildings. The majority if not all of this 

detailing and significant contributions to his architectural drawings 

were designed and detailed by his wife Margaret Macdonald whom 

Charles had met when they both attended the Glasgow School of 

Art. His work was shown at the Vienna Secession Exhibition in 1900. 

Mackintosh's architectural career was a relatively short one, but of 

significant quality and impact. 

 

Explain the Glasgow school of art with sketches.  

 

The building of The Glasgow School of Art is rightly associated with 

the innovative work of Charles Rennie Mackintosh during the late 

1890s. 

 

As one of the leading minds of art-nouveau in the UK, Charles Rennie 

Mackintosh left a lasting impression in art and architecture. With a 

surprisingly brief architectural career, Mackintosh managed to 

stand out at the international level in art and design with his 

personal style known as the "Mackintosh Rose" motif. Born 

in Glasgow in 1868, Mackintosh is known for his play between hard 

angles and soft curves, heavy material and sculpted light. Though 

he was most well-known for the Mackintosh Building at the Glasgow 
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School of Art, Charles Rennie Mackintosh left a legacy of 

architecture-as-art that transcends the Glasgow school and 

exemplifies trans-disciplinary architecture. 

 

Mackintosh’s design was a result of multiple influences prominent 

in Scotland at the end of the nineteenth century. Glasgow was 

one of the main production centres of the Industrial Revolution, 

and brought with it many modernist ideas of efficiency and utility. 

At around the same time, Japan had softened its mandate of 

isolationism. Charles Rennie Mackintosh was inspired by the ideas 

of Japanese design brought by eastern engineers and sailors to 

Glasgow. As Mackintosh designed the Glasgow School of Art, he 

stood at the confluence of these two influences: modernism with 

its functional and practical goals, and eastern mind-sets that led 

him to believe architecture was meant to be calming and 

organic. While Mackintosh spent the majority of his architectural 

career on the design and development of the Glasgow School of 

Art, he also designed other prominent buildings in the UK. Works 

such as the Queen's Cross Church and the Scotland Street School 

reflect an industriousness which he integrated into artistic form. 

Mackintosh used these works as means to craft his own style: 

referred to as the Mackintosh Rose motif, he would play hard 

angles against soft curves, while adorning space with light and 

shadow rather than elaborate ornament or monumental 

expressions. After roughly fifteen years of professional architectural 

practice, Mackintosh then focused the majority of his adult life on 

exploring unbuilt ideas and painting with his wife and friends. 

Mackintosh's "House for an Art Lover" examines the collaboration 

between art and architecture. The majority of Mackintosh’s 

architectural practice was supported by his wife Margaret 

Macdonald with whom he had studied at the Glasgow School of 

Art. Her mind was often responsible for the artistic flourish that 

became so integral to the aforementioned Mackintosh Rose 
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motif. In his time as a professional architect, Mackintosh worked 

with his wife to design buildings ranging in use from residential, to 

commercial and religious. Of all his works though, the Mackintosh 

Building at the Glasgow School of Art is considered by many as 

one of the most substantial artistic works in the UK, completed in 

two parts - the first in 1899 and the second in 1909. When fire struck 

the Mackintosh Building in 2014, firefighters were able to save 

enough of the building to legitimize a restoration initiative. The 

School of Art is one of Mackintosh's many works were he 

emphasized the sculpting of light and experience through the 

framing of space, with materials such as stone, steel and stained 

glass. 
 

 
 

 

Explain the Vienna Secession building with sketches, explaining 

the positive and negative comments which the building received. 
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The Secession Building is an exhibition hall built in 1897 by Joseph 

Maria Olbrich as an architectural manifesto for the Vienna 

Secession, located in Vienna, Austria. Secession refers to the 

seceding of a group of rebel artists from the long-established fine 

art institution. 

The Secession members commissioned the hardly 30-year-old 

architect Joseph Maria Olbrich. 

Olbrich's designs met with violent reaction on the part of the 

Municipal Council. Built in 6 months and destroyed during the wars 

and set on fire by the retreating German troops, the building was 

adapted and renovated several times in the course of its life.The 

ground plan and cross-section of the Secession reveals very simple 

geometrical forms. Unbroken planes dominate on the exterior of 

the building. The massive, unbroken walls lend the exterior the 

appearance of being constructed from a series of solid cubes. 

The entrance area is decorated by the masks of the three 

Gorgons, which symbolise architecture, sculpture and 

painting.The laurel leaf is the dominant symbol in the completed 

building. It hovers over the building in the form of the 3000 gilt 

leaves and 700 berries of the dome. 
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Who were the key proponents of Vienna Secession? 

 

The Vienna Secession was founded by artists Gustav 

Klimt, Koloman Moser, Josef Hoffmann, Joseph Maria Olbrich, Max 

Kurzweil, Wilhelm Bernatzik and others. Although Otto Wagner is 

widely recognised as an important member of the Vienna 

Secession he was not a founding member. 
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