
Glossary 
 

Catenary 

 

A curve formed by a wire, rope, or chain hanging freely from two 

points that are not in the same vertical line. 

 

Parabola 

 

A symmetrical open plane curve formed by the intersection of a cone 

with a plane parallel to its side.  

 

Hyperbola 

 

A symmetrical open curve formed by the intersection of a circular 

cone with a plane at a smaller angle with its axis than the side of the 

cone. 


