
Glossary 
 
Composite sample 
A sample which is made by combining samples from two 
or more locations. The sample can be of water, soil or 
another medium. 
 
Concentration 
The amount of one substance dissolved or contained in a 

given amount of another substance or medium. For 
example, sea water has a higher concentration of salt 
than fresh water does. 
 
Contaminant 
Any substance that enters a system (the environment, 
human body, food, etc.) where it is not normally found. 
Contaminants are usually referred to in a "negative" sense 
and include substances that spoil food, pollute the 

environment or cause other adverse effects. 
 
Remedial Investigation (RI) 
An in-depth study (including sampling of air, soil, water 
and waste) of a contaminated site needing remediation to 
determine the nature and extent of contamination. The 
remedial investigation (RI) is usually combined with a 
feasibility study (FS). 
 
Remediation 
Correction or improvement of a problem, such as work 
that is done to clean up or stop the release of chemicals 
from a contaminated site. After investigation of a site, 
remedial work may include removing soil and/or drums, 
capping the site or collecting and treating the 
contaminated fluids. 
 
 


