
Glossary 
 
Characterization 
Characterization aggregates classified environmental 
interventions/aspects within an environmental impact 
category. This step results in environmental performance 
indicators.  
 
Classification 

Classification attributes are environmental 
interventions/aspects listed in an environmental 
inventory/environmental effects register according to 
environmental impact categories.  
 
Depletion 
The result of the extraction of abiotic resources (non-
renewable) from the environment or the extraction of 
biotic resources (renewable) faster than they can be 

renewed. 
 
Environmental Aspects 
Elements of an organization's activities, products or 
services which can interact with the environment (ISO 
14004). A significant environmental aspect is an 
environmental aspect which has or can have a significant 
environmental impact. See also environmental 
interventions, environmental problem. 
 
Environmental Effect 
Any direct or indirect impingement of activities, products 
and services of an organization upon the environment, 
whether adverse or beneficial. An environmental effect is 
the consequence of an environmental intervention in an 
environmental system. See also environmental impact, 
environmental problem. 
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