Glossary

Biodiversity offsets

Measurable conservation outcomes resulting from actions
desighed to compensate for significant residual adverse
biodiversity impacts arising from project development
after appropriate prevention and mitigation measures
have been taken. The goal of biodiversity offsets is to
achieve no net loss and preferably a net gain of
biodiversity on the ground with respect to species
composition, habitat structure and ecosystem function
and people’s use and cultural values associated with
biodiversity.

Biogeographic realm

A large spatial region, within which ecosystems share a
broadly similar biota. Eight terrestrial biogeographic
realms are typically recognized, corresponding roughly to
continents (Australasian, Afrotropical, Nearctic, Oceanic,
Antarctic, Indo-Malayan, Neotropical, Palearctic).

Minimisation

Measures taken to reduce the duration, intensity and/or
extent of impacts that cannot be completely avoided, as
far as is practically feasible.

Overexploitation

Exploitation of (removal of individuals or biomass from) a
natural population at a rate greater than the population is
able to match with its own recruitment, thus tending to
drive the population towards extinction.






