FAQ's
1. What is environment?

Environment is living things and what is around them. It
includes physical, chemical and other natural forces. Living
things do not simply exist in their environment. They
constantly interact with it. Organisms change in response
to conditions in their environment. In the environment
there are interactions between plants, animals, soil, water,
temperature, light, and other living and non-living things.
The word 'environment' is used to talk about many things.

2. What are the benefits of EVS?

o Imagination and enthusiasm are heightened -
EE is hands-on, interactive learning that sparks the
imagination and unlocks creativity. When EE is
integrated into the curriculum, students are more
enthusiastic and engaged in learning, which raises
student achievement in core academic areas.

o Learning transcends the classroom -
Not only does EE offer opportunities for experiential
learning outside of the classroom, it enables
students to make connections and apply their
learning in the real world. EE helps learners see the
interconnectedness of social, ecological, economic,
cultural, and political issues.

o Critical and creative thinking skills are
enhanced -
EE encourages students to research, investigate how
and why things happen, and make their own
decisions about complex environmental issues. By
developing and enhancing critical and creative
thinking skills, EE helps foster a new generation of
informed consumers, workers, as well as policy or
decision makers.
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o Tolerance and understanding are supported -
EE encourages students to investigate varying sides
of issues to understand the full picture. It promotes
tolerance of different points of view and different
cultures.

o State and national learning standards are met
for multiple subjects -
By incorporating EE practices into the curriculum,
teachers can integrate science, math, language arts,
history, and more into one rich lesson or activity,
and still satisfy numerous state and national
academic standards in all subject areas. Taking a
class outside or bringing nature indoors provides an
excellent backdrop or context for interdisciplinary
learning.

o Biphobia and nature deficit disorder decline -
By exposing students to nature and allowing them to
learn and play outside, EE fosters sensitivity,
appreciation, and respect for the environment. It
combats “nature deficit disorder”

o Healthy lifestyles are encouraged -
EE gets students outside and active, and helps
address some of the health issues we are seeing in
children today, such as obesity, attention deficit
disorders, and depression. Good nutrition is often
emphasized through EE and stress is reduced due to
increased time spent in nature.

o Communities are strengthened -
EE promotes a sense of place and connection
through community involvement. When students
decide to learn more or take action to improve their
environment, they reach out to community experts,
donors, volunteers, and local facilities to help bring



the community together to understand and address
environmental issues impacting their neighborhood.

o Responsible action is taken to better the
environment -
EE helps students understand how their decisions
and actions affect the environment, builds
knowledge and skills necessary to address complex
environmental issues, as well as ways we can take
action to keep our environment healthy and
sustainable for the future. Service-learning
programs offered by PLT and other EE organizations
provide students and teachers with support through
grants and other resources for action projects.

o Students and teachers are empowered -
EE promotes active learning, citizenship, and student
leadership. It empowers youth to share their voice and
make a difference at their school and in their
communities. EE helps teachers build their own
environmental knowledge and teaching skills

3. Discuss goals for environmental education.

Environmental education (EE) refers to organized efforts
to teach how natural environments function, and
particularly, how human beings can manage behavior and
ecosystems to live sustainably. It is a multi-disciplinary
field integrating disciplines such as biology, chemistry,
physics, ecology, earth science, atmospheric science,
mathematics, and geography. The term often implies
education within the school system, from primary to post-
secondary. However, it sometimes includes all efforts to
educate the public and other audiences, including print
materials, websites, media campaigns, etc.
Environmental education focuses on:

e Engaging with citizens of all demographics to;

e Think critically, ethically, and creatively when

evaluating environmental issues;
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e Make educated judgments about those
environmental issues;

e Develop skills and a commitment to act
independently and collectively to sustain and
enhance the environment; and,

e To enhance their appreciation of the environment;
resulting in positive environmental behavioural
change

4. Discuss any 3 major global environmental problems.

CLIMATE CHANGE

While 97 percent of climate scientists agree that
climate changeis occurring and greenhouse gas
emissions are the main cause, political will has not
been strong enough so far to initiate a massive policy
shift away from fossil fuels and toward sustainable
forms of energy. Perhaps more extreme weather events
such as droughts, wildfires, heat waves and flooding
will convince the public to put more pressure on
policymakers to act urgently to curb carbon emissions
and address this issue before it's too late.

POLLUTION

Air pollution and climate change are closely linked, as
the same greenhouse gas emissions that are warming
the planet are also creating smoggy conditions in major
cities that endanger public health. Water and soil
pollution might not get the media attention that air
pollution does, but they are still important public health
concerns. According to the Natural Resources Defense
Council, dirty water is the world’s biggest health risk.

DEFORESTATION

Forests are important to mitigating climate change
because they serve as “carbon sinks,” meaning that
they absorb CO2 that would otherwise escape into the


http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/capital-weather-gang/wp/2013/05/17/97-percent-of-scientific-studies-agree-on-manmade-global-warming-so-what-now/
http://inhabitat.com/global-warming/
http://inhabitat.com/tag/california-drought/
http://inhabitat.com/tag/pollution/
http://www.nrdc.org/water/
http://www.nrdc.org/water/

atmosphere and worsen global warming. It is estimated
that 15 percent of total greenhouse gas emissions come
from deforestation. Cutting down trees also threatens
animals and humans who rely on healthy forests to
sustain themselves, and the loss of tropical rainforests
is particularly concerning because around 80 percent of
the world’s species reside in these areas.

. Define green technology.

The term "technology" refers to the application of
knowledge for practical purposes.

The field of "green technology" encompasses a
continuously evolving group of methods and materials,
from techniques for generating energy to non-toxic
cleaning products.

The present expectation is that this field will bring
innovation and changes in daily life of similar
magnitude to the "information technology"” explosion
over the last two decades. In these early stages, it is
impossible to predict what "green technology" may
eventually encompass.

The goals that inform developments in this
rapidly growing field include:

Sustainability - meeting the needs of society in ways
that can continue indefinitely into the future without
damaging or depleting natural resources. In short,
meeting present needs without compromising the
ability of future generations to meet their own needs.
"Cradle to cradle" design - ending the "cradle to
grave" cycle of manufactured products, by creating
products that can be fully reclaimed or re-used.

Source reduction - reducing waste and pollution by
changing patterns of production and consumption.
Innovation - developing alternatives to technologies -
whether fossil fuel or chemical intensive agriculture -
that have been demonstrated to damage health and the
environment.
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Viability - creating a center of economic activity
around technologies and products that benefit the
environment, speeding their implementation and
creating new careers that truly protect the planet.



