Glossary

Ambulatory: Passageways surrounding the central part of the choir, which is
often a continuation of the side aisles. The most common design of the Gothic
era was the double ambulatory surrounded by semi-circular radiating chapels
such as at the Abbey Church of Saint-Denis.

Facade: The front of the cathedral. During the Gothic era, the west fagade at the
entranceway was noted for its three sculptured portals, and crowning rose
window flanked by two towers. Starting with Saint-Denis, this became a feature
of Gothic cathedrals.



